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President’s Message

Hello Garden Railroaders!

Many of us have just returned from the BAGRS 2006 National Railway Convention in Santa Clara,
California. | believe | can safely say that we all had a most interesting time while there. Our focus
had been to use our booth to promote our convention in 2008 and to glean any gems of wisdom
concerning the daily ins and outs of hosting a convention. There was not one of us who didn't
come back with numerous observations. The layout tours were the highlight of the convention
and | have a whole new appreciation for the dwarf Alberta Spruce! Suffice it to say that we will be
incorporating our new found knowledge into our own convention operations. We will attend the
2007 Las Vegas convention to learn from their experiences just as we have done for BAGRS. If
there are any of you who would like to attend the Las Vegas convention please notify either Rich
Hull or myself. Pictures from that event are on page 3 & 4.

For those of you who attended this last month’s breakfast
meeting at the M & M Mobile Home Park, there was plenty of
time to socialize and the different morning time and breakfast =
buffet was a big hit! | hope you found the demonstration of
making corrugated metal roofing of interest. There was some
lively discussion during portions of the demonstration, and the
amazing dismembering of a soda can by Glenn Sampson
with tin snips, was an experience not to be missed. We'll be
calling him “Edward Tin Snip Hands “. Seriously though, we
all learned something during that demonstration and | have & :
decided to show how | make wooden ladders at the Septem-% )'i §
ber meeting hosted by Mike Temenski. We all need ladders §; 8l
on our structures but construction of them is always a chal-jJf &
lenge. | have a way, | believe, that simplifies the process to
the bare essentials.

As for the August meeting at Ed and Mary Fishencord’s home, | can only say, you are all in for a
big treat. Ed is one of the few members lucky enough to have an indoor G-scale railroad of a
large proportion. The railroad occupies much of the second floor of his home and puts a whole
new meaning to “bigger is better’! He has created a real model railroad with the added benefit
that we can view it all from the air conditioned comfort of his home. So, | hope that you all can
make time in your schedules to attend this truly unique G-scale railroad and see Ed’s handiwork
for yourselves. Meeting information on page 11.
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Sandy Rauperstrauch

LAST MINUTE CHANGES
PLEASE NOTIFY the
PRESIDENT or a

BOARD MEMBER, or the
NEWSLETTER EDITOR with
information concerning a time,
date, location change or can-
cellation, in order that all mem-
bers can be notified by Email
and the Calling Tree can be
activated in a timely manner.

Constructive comments are
always welcome!

Calendar of Events

19 12pm - 3pm ABTO General Meeting
Ed and Mary Fishencord

Sept 2 8:00am ABTO Board Meeting
Home Town Buffet
1312 N. Scottsdale Rd. - Scottsdale

16 1lam-2pm ABTO General Meeting
Mike Temenski

27—30 Tehachapi Rail Fan Trip
See page 6
Oct 7 8:00am ABTO Board Meeting
McCormick Stillman
14-15 McCormick Stillman Rail fair
4, Modules
O[@’
/’Go 20-21 Phoenix Botanical Garden
o Pumpkin Festival - Modules
28 1lam-2pm  ABTO General Meeting
Tim and Karen Schlax
Nov 4 8:00am ABTO Board Meeting

Home Town Buffet
1312 N. Scottsdale Rd. - Scottsdale

18 11:00am ABTO Meeting/BBO hosted by AGRS
Adobe Mountain

21—22 Botanical Gardens - Modules
22 Turkey Meet

Jerry McKenzie’s modules set up
Centennial Hall—Mesa

24, 25,26 6pm-10pm Botanical Gardens

25 9am—3pm Centennial Hall - Mesa
Jerry’s Trains for Children run

Dec 2 No Board Meeting

2 6pm -10pm Botanical Gardens

3 6pm-9pm Christmas Party
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Pictures from the 2006 National Garden Railway Congntion in Santa Clara

Our ‘08 convention Banner
was used to highlight our
booth at the convention.

The ‘06 convention Logo was rec-
ognizable signage at all events.

Kell%/ Park, (also known as History San Jose
Park) was a beautiful setting under old oak
trees for the USA Train’s BBQ. 14 acres is
home to many historic buildings as well as a
working trolley. Rides were enjoyed by many.

Our 2008 Convention Banner was proudly
displayed in our convention booth promot-
ing our ‘08 event. Sharon Hull and Janet
Mitchell were among many committee
members who worked in the vendor hall at
the booth. Buzz over our convention was
non-stop!

The main focus of this convention was the
layout tours. This stamp mill at the Gold
Can)(on Railroad in Fremont is a great ex-
ample of scratch built buildings found on all
the layouts.

Somerset-Pacific Railroad in
Castro Valley featured this full
sized train station that housed
the control systems. This rail-
road had many unique set-
tings, some incorporating the
home’s swimming pool as the
lake. Many miniatures trees
and shrubs added to the ambi-

ance of the layout.

Photos courtesy of the editor.




