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President’s Message

I would like to thank all of our members who voted for the new Board of Directors. We had a good turnout and |
believe that is important, as it shows the strength of a club and the level of involvement. | believe we are all
committed to making the club even better than it currently is.

For those of you who were not at Brian and Rebecca Casull s home for the general meeting, you may not know
who the new Board of Directors are. The current board is: Bob Rauperstrauch President, Glenn Sampson Vice-
President, Roy Towne Secretary, Don Halver Treasurer, and Gerry Pfeiffer Member at Large. We are
counting on your feedback to give us the input we need to make decisions that represent your desires. Please
dont hesitate to speak with any of us concerning your thoughts and opinions.

For those of you who attended the general meeting at the Casull s home in November, you know what a unique
and truly unusual railroad it is. It isnt often you find the USS Enterprise (the starship) gracing the front of an
Aristo-Craft Little Critter! | think we all had a great time with plenty of food and friends to go around. Brian has
done a remarkable job with all the buildings and the terrain. The use of gullies and slopes was well integrated into
the track plan and made for some interesting viewing and operation. His towns were well positioned for viewing
and contained many clever details that added greatly to the visual elements. You can not simply give his towns
the once over - there was too much novelty going on and they all deserved a second look .

We hope all who attended the Christmas Party held Dec. 3rd had
as much fun as Sandy and | did. The food was great, the
company delightful. Thank you Larry Wagoner for the terrific
music.

The open house train tours were a success as well and we
want to thank all who volunteered their time during the busy
holidays to help out. Its a great way to show off the trains at
night with the spectacle of Christmas lights.

| am looking forward to a new year of more fun times running  Raffles are always a fun time and the Christmas
trains and promoting Garden Railroading. party was no exception. Tony Vacek was the
winner of the beautiful doll made and donated by
Phyllis Wagoner. Thanks again Phyllis for your
beautiful doll.
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ABTO Board Members Calendar Of Events
President
Bob Rauperstrauch
Jan. 21 11-2PM ABTO General Meeting
Dennis Sirrine
Vice President
Glenn Sampson
Feb. 4 8-11 AM Board Meeting
Home Town Buffet
2730 W. Bell Rd.—Phoenix
Secretary
Roy Towne .
18 11-2PM  ABTO General Meeting
Jack Johnson
Treasurer
Don Halver Mar. 4 8:00 AM Board Meeting
Home Town Buffet
1312 N. Scottsdale Rd.—Scottsdale
Member qt Large
(el (PSS 18 11-2PM  ABTO General Meeting
John & Pat Meyers
Apr. 1 8:00 AM Board Meeting
Home Town Buffet
LAST MINUTE CHANGES 1312 N. Scottsdale Rd.—Scottsdale
PLEASE NOTIFY the
PRESIDENT, or 2 TBA Picnic in the Park
BOARD MEMBER, or McCormick-Stillman Railroad Park
NEWSLETTER EDITOR
in order that all members .
can be notified by Email and 15 TBA ABTO General Meeting
the Calling Tree can be acti- TBA
vated in a timely manner.
_ May 6 8:00AM Board Meeting
Constructive comments are Home Town Buffet
always welcome! 2730 W. Bell Rd.—Phoenix
20 TBA ABTO General Meeting
TBA
June 3 8:00AM Board Meeting
Home Town Buffet
There are several months in 2006 that need meeting hosts. April, May,
June, July, August, October, and November are still open. Please call
Glenn Sampson if you are interested in hosting a general meeting.
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You probably have heard jungle drums,
a little hint in the air, that ABTO along with the
Tucson Garden Railroad Society
Is hosting the
2008 National Garden Railr oad Convention.
Itis important thaty ou all realize, “This is a really big deal!”

There seems to be a core group working in the background that you don’t hear much about. But
it is time for you to get involved! There are dozens of little jobs, that, with your help, will make
this event a huge success. And for all of us in ABTO, it is important to have a very successful
convention. Right now, that may be as little as passing out fliers at some of our local module
events, making phone calls to help collect information, or soliciting local merchants for support.
You could volunteer to help our committee chair persons at the convention, with everything
from garden railroad home tours, to helping venders unload and set up, and many other little
jobs that need to be filled. Maybe you have a business that can offer coupons or advertising or
know someone whose expertise fits some of our needs.
We have a lot of talent in our membership, so step forward before we come and get you! Even
if you think you have nothing to offer, we need you and whatever you can do will help. We are
going to need all of you railroad guys and gals alike, so let’s get involved.
The committee chairs are coordinating the events in their area, but it will also take manpower to
help pull this together. It is not too early to sign up. Has this peaked your interest? We hope
so. Lets all make the

2008 National Garden Railroad C onvention the best one ever!

Please call and find out what you can do to help. You will make a difference.




