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President’'s Message

. By Bob Rauperstrauch
Hello Garden Railroaders!

| hope that all of you, in some way, were able to enjoy some aspect of the open house events that
were held over the April 8-9th weekend. We had 21 open houses available to our members and the
public. In addition, Dan Hoag had his front yard filled with vendors and had persuaded neighbors
to allow the modules to be set up in one front yard and to provide off street park- ing
in another.

As a special treat, Jerry McKenzie set up his

“Jerry’s Trains” module and was entertaining “kids”

of all ages. As always, the high speed Eggliners

chasing each other were a great hit with the little

ones. Did I mention the gerbil and tortoise? To

say nothing of the goldfish providing aquatic enter-

tainment! And if that wasn’'t enough, he has ex-

panded his module with a new “golf course” venue

as well. The detailing of the golf course grounds

and flowers were done so meticulously that you

could count the individual flowers on the edges of

the golf course! | expect that when Jerry gets to  Jerry’s new golf course at Dan Hoag's Open House.
the BAGRS convention this year (he was invited to

come with his “Eggliners for Children to Run”) he will be quite a hit.

With all of the ABTO members open houses depleting the module staff, | spent Saturday helping to
man the modules at Dan’s. Then on Sunday, Sandy and | toured as many of the open houses as
we could get to before time ran out. | was quite pleased that everyone was showing a different as-
pect of garden railroading. Newsletter photos will show that story on page 5.

Now, next month’s meeting will be held at Brian and Rebecca Casull’'s home and once again some-
thing different has been planned. Brian took a page from Dennis Sirrine’s meeting, but took it one
level higher. Rather than working a switching problem on paper, Brian will be using his entire rail-
road as part of an operational problem. We will divide into groups that will operate the railroad as
part of the pre and post meeting activities. | have previewed the operating challenge and can as-
sure you that you will have fun no matter what part of the task you are assigned. Here is another
meeting you will not want to miss, as we truly explore the operational potential of Brian’s railroad.
For those of you building railroads, this is a chance to see what works and doesn't work from the
operational perspective. More details on page 11.




