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Newsletter 
     Club web site: http//azbigtrains.org/ 

President’s Message  
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Hello Garden Railroaders! 
For those of you who came to this month’s meeting, you had a 
treat in store for you. I’m speaking of John Meyers’ demonstra-
tion of working real stone. John is working on a model grist mill 
and showed us both the building and the stone foundation. As 
you can see by the pictures, it’s a pretty tall wall which sup-
ports the mill over the water wheel, which is placed below the 
mill building and in the center of the wall. John has found a 
source for the water wheel as well. John showed several mate-
rial sources for stone, not just the commercial vendor’s offer-
ings. The good news is that this isn’t high tech stuff; the bad 
news is you’ll need some specialized tools, namely the tile 
saw. This process is worth exploring;  see page 6 for details. 

Well, on another note, please see the 
banner on the right. Yes, the 2008 Na-
tional Garden Railway Convention is  
coming down the pike and faster than 
you think! 
Significant progress is being made be-
hind the scenes with all the committees, 
and soon we will be more actively calling 
on club members to get involved. 

As evidenced by the 
photo on the right, 
John Osborn was able 
to attend the meeting 
through the courtesy 
of Bob Clark. John is 
one of our original 
club members who 
just celebrated his 90 
birthday this last Janu-
ary at Dennis Sirrine’s 
layout. 

Next month’s meeting will 
again be at the M & M recrea-
tion hall. Note the time 
change: 8:30 AM to 11:30 
AM for a breakfast pot luck. 
This will be a change of pace 
for all of us. I will be demon-
strating how to make corru-
gated roofing panels for your 
buildings. You don’t have to 
pay the price of commercial 
products after watching my 
demonstration.  

For more information on John’s pres-
entation, see page 6 for instructions. 

Bob Clark and John Osborne enjoy the pot-
luck and meeting in the cool M & M rec. room. 



Note the Date 

 

 

  

Calendar of Events 
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ABTO Board Members 
 
President 
Bob Rauperstrauch 

 
Vice President 
Glenn Sampson 

 
Secretary 
Roy Towne 

 
Treasurer 
Don Halver 

 
Member at Large 
Gerry Pfeiffer 
480-924-8844 
gerry_pfeiffer@msn.com 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Sandy Rauperstrauch 

 
LAST MINUTE CHANGES  
PLEASE NOTIFY the   
PRESIDENT or a 
BOARD MEMBER, or  the 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR with 
information concerning a time, 
date,  location change or can-
cellation, in order that all mem-
bers can be notified by Email 
and the Calling Tree can be 
activated in a timely manner. 
 
Constructive comments are 
always welcome! 
 

    
July            3-9      National Garden Railway Convention 

    Bay Area Garden Railway Society 
  

15    8:30am - 11:30am     ABTO General Meeting 
         M & M Mobile Home Villa - Mesa 
    See  page 11 
 
Aug      5     8:00am Board Meeting 
    Home Town Buffet 
    2730 W. Bell Rd. - Phoenix 
 
 19       12pm - 3pm  ABTO General Meeting 
    Ed and Mary Fishencord 
 
Sept   2   8:00am ABTO Board Meeting 
    Home Town Buffet 
    1312 N. Scottsdale Rd. - Scottsdale  
 
  16   11am - 2pm    ABTO General Meeting 
             Mike Temenski 
 
 27—30  Tehachapi Rail Fan Trip 
     See page 8 
 
Oct      7   8:00am ABTO Board Meeting 
    McCormick Stillman 
   
  7    McCormick Stillman Rail fair                                        
    Modules 
 
  20-21   Phoenix Botanical Garden 
    Pumpkin Festival - Modules 
 
 28 11am - 2pm  ABTO General Meeting 
     Tim and Karen Schlax 
   
 Nov   4   8:00am ABTO Board Meeting 
    Home Town Buffet 
    1312 N. Scottsdale Rd. - Scottsdale  
 
 18   11:00am -   ABTO & AGRS   BBQ   
     Adobe Mountain 
  
  22     Turkey Meet    
    Jerry McKenzie’s modules at  
    Centennial Hall 
  
 22   Botanical Gardens—Modules 

Note the time 
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Pictures of Dioramas at the  
Queen Mary 

 

There were some new dioramas pre-
sented by the ABTO module group at 
the Big Train Show this year. Some 
were whimsical, and some were for 
the serious train buffs. 
In addition, the route 66 dioramas 
were part of the setup and always 
bring back memories for many folks.  
All are fun to look at while the trains 
go by.    

Mini Park with fun rides for kids has a small amusement 
park sized train.  This is a great addition to the modules. 
Made by Glenn Sampson. 

  

Dan Hoag and Rob Trygg created “Saturday in the Park.” This is a well done diorama that needs to be studied to 
catch all the “goin ons”  From the band complete with speakers, to the BBQ, to the low riders, there is a lot to see. 

The Tee-Pee Hotel is part of the module 
Route 66 theme, also made by Glenn 
Sampson. Do you remember the Tee-Pee 
Hotel on Apache Blvd. in Tempe? 

The round house on the inside loop was made by 
Sandy Rauperstrauch a few years ago and the 
turn table was made and donated by Dan Hoag. 
Because it is 1:24 scale, the structure is huge, but 
nicely detailed with Precision Product stone sheet-
ing used on the walls. 


